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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE VALLETTA 0946 

E. O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, MT, LY, UK 

SUBJECT: REPORT OF MALTA INVOLVEMENT IN PLANNING 1970 COUP AGAINST 
QADHAFI 

1. GWUMAYI4 PRESS FRONT PAGE HEADLINES SUBJECT WITH STORY 
ON BOOK " OPERATION HILTON" BY BRITISH AUTHORS PATRICK SEALE 

AND MAUREEN MCCONVILLE. STORY SAYS OPERATION FINANCED BY WEALTHY 
LIBYANS, PLANNED BY BRITISH MERCENARIES, AND WAS TO HAVE TAKEN 
PLACE IN AUTUMN 1970, WITH MALTA AS JUMP- OFF POINT, FOR ATTEMPT 
TO FREE 150 POLITICAL PRISONERS. 

2. REPORTS NAME STEVE REYNOLDS, DAVID STIRLING, AND JAMES 
KENT AS PRINCIPAL LEADERS, AND CLAIM BRITISH INTELLIGENCE AND 
CIA KEW OF PLOT, BUT MADE NO OBJECTION TO IT. OPERATION WAS 
CALLED OFF BECAUSE " A SENIOR BRITISH SECRET SERVICE OFFICIAL, 

AND ANTHONY ROYLE, PARLIAMENTARY FOREIGN AFFAIRS UNDER 
SECRETARY, TOLD STIRLING THAT UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD 
BRITISH MERCENARIES BE SENT TO LIBYA." GETZ 
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